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A fresh spirit is in the air as Camarillo Skyway Playhouse's "Much Ado about Nothing" 
sweeps across the stage. Considered by most to be Shakespeare's funniest take on human 
foibles, star-crossed characters and downright silliness, the play wields clever speech like 
a rapier. 

Fortunately director Vivien Latham, most familiar to local theatergoers as a distinguished 
actor, has gathered a cast that for the most part captures the style of the Bard, with even 
those new to such texts valiantly delivering the complex lines. 

The central figures of Beatrice and Benedick are brightly portrayed by Genevieve Levin 
and R. Shane Bingham, who seem comfortable with strings of clever words and sudden 
emotional turns in their roles as the niece of Leonato, governor of Messina, and the 
young lord of Padua returning from battle. 

They also embrace the humorous antics that find them hiding behind slender plants and 
under benches to eavesdrop as friends and acquaintances blare out their teasing 



"convictions" that each is besotted with the other. It's a theme that runs throughout the 
comedy to its inevitable resolution, providing piquant puns and twists of meaning 
throughout. 

There are other heroes and heroines who play key roles in the tale, among them Dawn 
Notagiacomo as Beatrice's sweet cousin Hero; Mark Heulitt as Leonato, Hero's distraught 
father; Scott Blanchard as Don Pedro, who has led his men in the recent battle; and David 
White as Hero's easily hoodwinked beau, Claudio. 

The prime villain is Don Pedro's bastard brother, Don John, played with well-spoken 
finesse by Brian Kolb. Don John is aided by his less high-class followers, Conrade and 
Borachio (Andrew Garrett and Caleb Heulitt), who do their dirty deed in making Claudio 
doubt the purity of Hero. 

And it wouldn't be Shakespeare if there weren't some comic characters to entertain the 
groundlings, who might have missed the sophisticated witticisms but understood the lot 
of the common man. Filling that element are constable Dogberry and his sidekick Verges, 
played with fumbling finesse by Robert Reeves and John Alejo. Their scenes are replete 
with malapropisms that turn the English language upside-down and inside-out. 

The entire cast seems caught up in the comic spirit and characterizations that buoy "Much 
Ado," from leading actors to simple watchmen. 

Latham credits dramaturg Bill Walthall, who also plays Leonato's brother, Antonio, for 
his insights into Shakespeare's era and the essentials of the play. She has moved the era of 
"Much Ado" into the 1800s, which allows for the more familiar costuming of the 
Regency period, including natty red jackets that give the returning soldiers an 
impressively noble look. Linking the spirit of the bright women in "Much Ado" with the 
equally determined heroines in Jane Austen's "Pride and Prejudice," Latham clearly chose 
as her first directing task a work she relishes bringing to the stage. 

We’re looking forward to her next act as director. 

'MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING' 

Camarillo Skyway Playhouse’s production of Shakespeare’s comedy through March 5 at 
330 Skyway Drive, Camarillo. Adults $20; seniors, students and military $15; children 
$10. 388-5716, www.skywayplayhouse.org. 

 


